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Judaism has always maintained a belief in an afterlife, but the forms which this belief has assumed and the modes in which it has been expressed have varied greatly and differed from period to period. Thus even today several distinct conceptions about the fate of man after death, relating to the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the dead, and the nature of the world to come after the messianic redemption, exist side by side within Judaism. Though these conceptions are interwoven no generally accepted theological system exists concerning their interrelationship. The lecture presents the views of ancient Judaism, of the Talmud, of Medieval Jewish philosophy and of the Kabbalah concerning the afterlife, as well as having a glance on contemporary Jewish thoughts relating the subject. 

