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„He is but dirt, from dust he was formed”
Concept and image of the body in Qumran thought


Ideas concerning the concept of the body in Qumran are witnessed by antique authors, by the compositions written in the community, and by burial customs practiced in the neighbouring cemetery. Qumran anthropology founds on the biblical anthropological system of the ritual purity where human body is considered in its spatial and temporal environment. Space and time are either holy or profane while states of the human body are either pure or impure. Impure is characterised by its relation to the disintegration of the body, and death. In Qumran views physical and ethical impurities result in exclusion from the Temple and holy places. The fear from bodily impurities and sins (i.e. ethical impurities) is motivated by the fear from the demonic and illnesses (sins being considered as grounds for various illnesses, instigated usually by demonic mediators). 


The compositions of the Hodayot show distinctive characteristics concerning anthropology. Humans are considered by the author of the hymns as constructions of clay, vessels of impurities (only sins i.e. ethical impurities are mentioned), beings lead by instincts. It is but the gift of the divine spirit (rwh) in the body of the elect which joins the impure, sinful body to God.
